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INDIA'S  TOBACCO  EXPORTS  DOWN 

Exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  from  India  during  calendar  year 
1956  totaled  93.2  million  pounds,  dropping  from  98.8  million  in  1955. 
Most  of  the  decline  occurred  in  reduced  shipments  to  the  United  Kingdom, 
Japan,  Indonesia,  Australia,  Egypt,  Communist  China,  Hong  Kong,  and  Burma. 
Countries  stepping  up  their  takings  of  Indian  leaf  included  the  Netherlands, 
Belgium,  France,  Aden,  Nigeria,  and  Ireland. 


TOBACCO,  UNMANUFACTURED:  India,  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
  195^-56 


Country  of  destination 

:       195^  : 

1955  : 

1956  1/ 

:      1,000  : 

•  "noiinds 

1,000 

DOiiniis  ' 

:  1,000 

Bounds 

3^,510  * 
.:  2,5W 

6,515 

3,003 
.:  5,3^-8 
.:  2,156 
.:  6, kkl 
•:  1,225 

1,355 

•:  7.6^ 

3^,567  • 
2,870 

:  2,6lk 
5,^-56 
:  9,^07 
:  1,718 
:  5,552 
:  2,511 
:  29,59^ 
:  2/ 
:  236 
:  180 
:  k.lhl 

32,716 

3,^95 
:  2,772 
:  6,065 
:  6,309 
:  i,ok& 
'  3,2hk 

•  1,3^1 
:  28,1+12 
:  1,761 

:  U-19 

•  3 
:  5,598 

.:  7h,lhl 

:  98,8^6 

:  93,133 

l/  Preliminary. 

2/  Less  than  500  pounds. 


Flue-cured  shipments  during  calendar  1956,  totaling  80.6  million  pounds, 
were  3«1  percent  below  the  1955  level  of  83.2  million.    The  average  export 
price  of  flue-cured  during  1956  was  equivalent  to  29. 0  U.S.  cents  per  pound, 
compared  with  28.6  U.S.  cents  in  1955 •    The  average  export  price  of  leaf 
other  than  flue-cured  during  the  last  2  years  has  been  slightly  less  than 
13  U.S.  cents  per  pound. 

IRELAND'S  TOBACCO  IMPORTS  UP 

Ireland's  imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  in  the  first  3  months  of 
1957  totaled  3*2  million  pounds,  in  contrast  to  1.7  million  during  the  com- 
parable period  of  1956.    Imports  of  United  States  tobacco,  principally  flue- 
cured,  amounted  to  2.9  million  pounds  and  were  almost  double  the  January- 
March  1956  level  of  1.5  million. 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Vol.  "Jkj  No.  26 


CANADIAN  FLUE -CURED 
TOBACCO  EXPORTS  UP 

Canadian  exports  of  flue-cured  tobacco  during  the  first  quarter  of 
1957,  totaling  17.5  million  pounds,  were  7  percent  larger  than  the  January- 
March  1956  level  of  16.3  million  but  27  percent  below  the  January-March 
1955  level  of  23.8  million.    Flue-cured  shipments  to  the  United  Kingdom 
were  1.3  million  pounds  above  the  January-March  1956  level  of  12.9  million 
while  exports  to  other  foreign  markets,  particularly  the  Netherlands  and 
West  Germany,  were  down  about  15  percent. 

Total  shipments  of  all  types  in  the  first  quarter  of  1957  were  about 
the  same  as  in  the  comparable  period  last  year.    There  were  no  reported 
shipments  of  Bur ley,  while  last  year  1.0  million  pounds  were  shipped  in 
this  period.    Exports  of  all  other  types  were  also  below  the  January- 
March  1956  levels. 


DENMARK  IMPORTS  9  PERCENT 
MORE  TOBACCO 


Denmark's  imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  during  the  first  3 
months  of  1957  totaled  6.7  million  pounds--up  9  percent  from  the  6.2 
million  imported  in  January-March  1956.    All  major  leaf  suppliers,  except 
Brazil,  shared  in  the  increase.    Leaf  takings  from  the  United  States  were 
about  6  percent  larger  than  the  January-March  1956  level  of  2.9  million 
pounds . 


TOBACCO,  UNMANUFACTURED:    Denmark,  imports  by  country  of  origin, 
January-March  1956  and  1957  with  percent  change 


Country  of  origin 


January-March 


January-March 


1956 

:  1957 

1,000 
pounds 

1,000 

!  pounds 

2,896 
2,172  ; 
1+72 

:  3,072 
1,605 

652 

22 

269 

619 

1,125 

6,181 

6,723 

Percent 
change 


United  States. , 

Brazil  

Indonesia. . . . . . 

Other  European 
countries  l/, 

Other  foreign 
countries  l/, 


Total, 


Percent 

+  6.1 
-  26.1 
+  38.1 


+  81.7 


1/  Breakdown  by  country  not  available. 

Source:    Denmark's  Statistik-Vareomsaetninger  Med  Udlandt,  March  1957. 
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SYRIAN  MONOPOLY  RAISES  PRICES 
OF  TOBACCO  PRODUCTS 

The  Syrian  Tobacco  Monopoly  increased  the  prices  of  most  domestic 
tobacco  products  5  to  10  Piasters  (l.h  to  2.8  U.S.  cents)  per  package 
in  February  1957.    An  increase  in  special  taxes  on  tobacco  products 
necessitated  this  price  increase. 

The  Tobacco  Monopoly  discontinued  production  of  Latikia  tobacco  in 
1956  to  reduce  accumulated  stocks  which  had  risen  sharply  because  of 
lower  demand.    Nearly  half  of  domestic  stocks  of  Latikia  were'  moved  in 
I956.    Syrian  exporters ,  however,  still  hold  about  one -half  million 
pounds  of  Latikia  in  bonded  storage  in  the  United  States. 

Production  of  new  varieties  of  oriental  and  semi -oriental  tobaccos 
is  being  encouraged  by  good  prices.    These  new  varieties  were  introduced 
by  a  Yugoslav  tobacco  expert  under  contract  to  the  Syrian  Government. 

INCREASED  CIGARETTE  CONSUMPTION 
EXPECTED  IN  PHILIPPINES 

Estimated  consumption  of  cigarettes  in  the  Philippine  Republic  during 
1956  was  15.6  billion  pieces,  an  increase  of  0.3  billion  over  consumption 
in  1955*    Approximately  11.6  billion  of  the  cigarettes  consumed  in  1956 
were  Virginia-type.    Cigarette  consumption  in  1957  is  forecast  at  16.1 
billion  pieces.    Cigar  consumption  will  probably  remain  about  the  same 
as  in  1956--80  million  pieces—while  consumption  of  chewing  and  smoking 
tobacco  is  expected  to  decline. 

MEXICAN  CIGARETTE  OUTPUT 
UP  SLIGHTLY  IN  1956 

Output  of  cigarettes  in  Mexico  during  1956  is  estimated  at  3*+»9 
billion  pieces,  slightly  above  the  1955  output  of  3^»^  billion.  Output 
of  cut  tobacco  declined  during  1956  to  0.5  million  pounds  from  0.6 
million  in  1955* 


VENEZUELA  PROVIDES  FUNDS  FOR 
FLUID  MILK  SUBSIDY 

A  Venezuelan  presidential  decree  published  in  the  Gaceta  Oficial 
on  June  k,  1951,  provides  for  an  appropriation  of  about  $3.1  million  to 
pay  the  fluid  milk  subsidy  for  the  entire  year  1956.    However,  the 
subsidy  paid  to  producers,  for  fluid  milk  to  be  pasteurized  for  con- 
sumption is  about  $2.00  per  hundredweight  and,  at  this  rate,  it  would 
require  about  $5  million  to  pay  for  fluid  milk  consumed.    The  deficit 
will  probably  be  made  up  at  a  later  date. 
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IRISH  BUTTER  EXPORTS 
SHOW  LARGE  INCREASE 

Ireland's  first  quarter  1957  exports  of  butter  amounted  to  K.6  million 
pounds,  compared  with  2^+0,000  pounds  in  first  quarter  1956.  Approximately 
70  percent  was  shipped  to  Northern  Ireland,  and  the  remainder  to  the  United 
Kingdom,  West  Germany,  and  the  British  West  Indies.    For  1957  as  a  whole, 
"butter  exports  are  estimated  at  1^-. 6  million  pounds. 

In  the  first  3  months  of  1957;  chocolate  crumb  exports  dropped  to  2.8 
million  pounds  from  5.7  million  pounds  during  the  same  3  months  of  I956. 
The  United  Kingdom  was  again  the  principal  market  for  this  commodity. 

Exports  of  dried  milk  (both  whole  and  skimmed)  were  913,000  pounds 
(689,000  pounds  a  year  ago)  and  went  mostly  to  the  United  Kingdom.  A 
recent  expansion  in  the  production  capacity  of  k  milk  drying  plants 
indicates  that  increased  shipments  are  expected  to  continue.  (Foreign 
Crops  and  Markets,  April  15,  1957.) 

Some  efforts  are  being  made  to  find  new  markets  for  Irish-manu- 
factured dairy  products,  especially  fcr  chocolate  crumb  and  dried  milk. 


NEW  ZEALAND'S  DAIRY  RESERVE  FUND 
SUFFERS  LOSS  IN  1956-57 

The  estimated  loss  to  the  New  Zealand  dairy  reserve  fund  for  the 
full  year  1956-57  now  stands  at  about  $23.8  million,  as  announced  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Dairy  Products  Marketing  Commission,  Mr.  W.  Marshall. 

The  fund  totaled  about  $78.  U  million  dollars  at  the  beginning  of 
the  current  season  on  August  1,  1956.    The  $23.8  million  loss  is  mainly 
the  result  of  low  prices  on  the  United  Kingdom  market,  where  most  of 
New  Zealand's  butter  and  cheese  is  sold.    New  Zealand's  butter  production 
in  the  I956-57  dairy  season  is  estimated  at  200,000  tons.    About  ^-2,000 
tons  will  have  been  for  domestic  consumption;  1^-5^000  tons  for  export 
to  the  United  Kingdom;  and  about  13,000  tons  for  shipment  to  other 
countries . 

The  guaranteed  price  of  about  39  cents,  f.o.b.  New  Zealand  port,  for 
butter  has  been  considerably  above  London  prices  at  various  times  through- 
out the  year.    Mr.  Marshall  indicated  that  the  total  loss  to  the  reserve 
fund  will  probably  be  less  than  was  originally  expected,  and  the  carry- 
over stocks  are  not  expected  to  be  large  enough  to  be  a  price -depressing 
factor  when  next  year's  butter  and  cheese  begin  to  arrive  in  the  United 
"'ingdom. 
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WESTERN  EUROPE'S  WET  IMPORT  SUPPLIES  OF  OILCAKE 
AND  MEAL  IN  1956  AT  RECORD  HIGH 

Net  import  supplies  of  oilcake  and  meal  in  Western  Europe  reached 
an  alltime  high  of  over  5«5  million  short  tons  in  1956.    Net  import 
availabilities  of  these  feed  concentrates  (including  the  meal  equiva- 
lent of  net  imports  of  oil -"bearing  materials)  have  "been  rising  phenom- 
enally in  recent  years.    They  have  increased  a  total  of  75  percent  in 
the  last  5  years,  and  10  percent  from  1955  to  1956  alone.    These  sharp 
increases  are  attributable  to  the  steep  rise  in  Western  Europe's  livestock 
numbers,  coupled  with  the  farmers'  growing  appreciation  of  the  value  of 
protein  supplements.    Europe's  stepped-up  demand  for  protein  feeds  has 
been  accompanied  by  record  United  States  export  availabilities,  at  com- 
petitive prices,  of  cake  and  meal,  as  well  as  soybeans,  in  the  last  few 
years . 

The  unusually  mild  winter  of  1956-57  sharply  reduced  Western  Europe's 
requirements  of  feeds  in  the  first  half  of  1957.    The  monthly  rate  of 
United  States  exports  of  cake  and  meal  since  February  has  dropped  to  less 
than  half  last  year's  monthly  average  (see  page  8). 


OILCAKE  AND  MEAL:    Western  Europe,  net  import  supplies  l/,  annual  1952-56 


Country 


;   1952    ;   1953    ;   195^    ;   1955    ;  1956  2/ 


1,000  Short  tons 


United  Kingdom  :  1.126.8 

Austria  :  71.6 

Belgium  :  299.2 

Denmark  :  L38 . 5 

France  :  235.8 

Irish  Republic  :  28.8 

Netherlands  :  185 . 0 

Norway  :  70.3 

Sweden  :  53.3 

Switzerland  :  73  9 

Italy  :  Qh'.O 

We s t  Ge rmany  :  513.3 

Total  net  import  : 

supplies..  :  3,180.5: _  ^,306.2 

1/  Comprises  oilcake  and  meal  equivalent  of 

materials  and  imports  of  oilcake  and  meal, 
estimated. 


1,535.3 
50.6 
202.7 
6^6.2 
635.5 
39.0 
300.6 
108.3 
110.2 

72.9 
90.6 
51^.3 


1,368. k 
32.9 
256.7 
728.ll- 

^39-7 
hi. 2 
528.0 
12U.3 
161.2 
69.I 
kk.l 
 673.2 


htkSj.2 


1,720.6 
52.8 
2^-6.8 
67^.8 
605.9 
k0.2 

^58.8 
157.5 

180.2 

77.8 
78.7 

815.5 


5,109.' 


1,618.7 
28.7 

3/  223.2 
855.7 
677.5 

M.  8 
512.8 

151.9 
21+3.8 


07. 2 


163.5 
900.0 


5,519.8 


net  imports  of  oil-bearing 
2/  Preliminary.     3/  Partially 


Based  on  a  compilation  from  official  data. 
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U.  S.  EDIBLE  OIL  EXPORTS  DECLINE 

Exports  of  cottonseed  and  soybean  oils  from  the  United  States  in  May 
were  63  million  pounds,  according  to  preliminary  Census  Bureau  data.  This 
was  a  decline  of  one -third  from  exports  in  April  1957  and  in  May  1956. 
However,  total  October-May  exports  were  still  one -third,  or  237  million 
pounds,  ahead  of  the  first  8  months  of  last  marketing  year. 

Exports  of  cottonseed  oil  in  May  dropped  to  a  mere  3  million  pounds, 
from  29  million  in  April  and  50  million  a  year  ago.     Soybean  oil  exports 
in  May  were  60  million  pounds.    Though  sharply  below  exports  in  recent  months, 
they  were  one-fourth  greater  than  average  monthly  exports  in  the  1955-56 
marketing  year.    Exports  of  soybeans  in  October-May  are  estimated,  on  the 
basis  of  May  inspection  reports,  at  65  million  bushels,  about  10  million 
more  than  during  the  comparable  period  last  year. 

There  were  no  exports  of  cottonseed  and  linseed  cake  and  meal  in  May-- 
following  2  months  of  negligible  quantities,  while  soybean  meal  exports 
showed  no  significant  gain  from  the  previous  month's  low  level. 


COTTONSEED  OIL,  SOYBEAN  OIL,  OILCAKES  AND  MEALS;    U.S.  exports, 
preliminary  estimates,  May  1957  a^d  October-May  1956-57  and 
actual  exports,. May  1956  and  October-May  1955-56 


Commodity 

:  Mav 

:        October -Mav 

!  1956 

:  1957 

:  (Preliminary ) 

:            :  1956-57 
:^yjj-?°  : (Preliminary ) 

Cottonseed  oil,  refined  and 
Soybean  oil,  refined  and 

;  15.7 

!  16.8 

:  17.1 

'-  -  -  Million 
:  .2 

:  -3 

2.7 

pounds  - 
:  169.8 

:  88.5 
:  172.2 

'  49.0 

:  14.6 
:  253.4 

•  49.6 

3-2 

:  430.5 

:  317.0 

:  5.1 

37-7 
5.1  • 

2.2 

1.9  ' 
55.7  : 

47.5 

238.8 
25.8 

:  40.0 

:  303.0 
319.5 

Total  cottonseed  and  \ 

Cottonseed  cake  and  meal. 
Soybean  cake  and  meal  

47.9  : 
97-5  : 

59-8  : 
63.O 

312.1 
742.6  : 

662.5 
979-5 

3-7  : 
3-6  : 
22.5  : 

-  -  1,000  she 
20.8  : 

rt  tons 

147.0  :  26.0 
107.5  :  34.7 
300.3  :  333-0 

29.8  : 

20.8  : 

554.8  :  393-7 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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SPAIN'S  RICE  CROP 
PROSPECTS  FAVORABLE 

Current  prospects  for  Spain's  1957  rice  crop  to  "be  harvested  in 
September  are  ^00,000  metric  tons  (880  million  pounds)  of  rough  rice, 
compared  with  the  1956  record  crop  of  390,000  metric  tons  (860  million 
pounds).    The  latest  estimate  for  1956  rice  acreage  is  155,000  acres. 

Carryover  stocks  of  rough  rice  at  the  beginning  of  the  current 
rice -marketing  year  were  reduced  to  only  13,000  metric  tons.  This 
was  because  rice  consumption  was  higher  than  was  expected.  Export 
prices  so  far  in  1956-57  for  "cargo"  rice  have  averaged  $5.22  to 
$5.UU  per  100  pounds,  and  for  "white  polished"  rice,  $6,35  to  $6.I!-Ii- 
per  100  pounds,  f.o.b.  Spanish  ports. 

ECUADOR  RENEWS  JOINT  PRODUCER -INDUSTRY 
WHEAT  AGREEMENT 

Representatives  of  Ecuador's  wheat  producers,  millers,  and  the 
Ministry  of  Economy  signed  a  revised  joint  wheat  agreement  on  May  29, 
1957.    The  first  joint  agreement  was  signed  August  k,  195^« 

Under  the  agreement  imports  of  wheat  are  to  be  restricted  to  the 
minimum  necessary  to  fill  the  gap  between  actual  requirements  and 
domestic  production.    Allotments  to  mills  are  made  in  a  way  that 
ensures  the  purchase  of  local  wheat  in  the  ratio  of  60  pounds  to 
each  ho  pounds  of  imported  wheat.    During  this  season,  ending  July 
31)  1957,  coastal  mills  were  under  obligation  to  buy  specified 
quantities  of  domestic  wheat  for  the  first  time.    Also  for  the  first 
time,  upland  mills  have  had  a aspecif ichshare  of  the  imported  wheat. 

For  the  year  ended  July  31,  1957,  the  import  quota  was  limited 
to  the  equivalent  of  1,837,000  bushels.    In  August,  after  the  1957 
crop  has  been  harvested,  the  Ministry  of  Economy  has  the  power  to 
determine  the  import  quota  for  the  1957-58  marketing  season.  Most, 
if  not  all,  of  the  quota  for  the  current  season  reportedly  had  been 
imported  by  early  June. 

Minimum  prices  to  be  paid  wheat  growers  for  the  coming  season 
have  been  set  at  the  equivalent  of  $1.69  to  $1.87  per  bushel,  at  the 
official  rate  of  exchange.    The  price  within  the  range  is  determined 
largely  by  the  moisture  content  of  the  grain.    Prices  in  the  new 
agreement  are  higher  than  in  the  previous  agreement,  under  which  they 
were  the  equivalent  of  $1.60-$1.80  per  bushel.    The  maximum  price  set 
on  first  quality  domestic  flour  at  the  mills  remains  unchanged  at 
$^"•79  per  hundredweight. 
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WHEAT  PROSPECTS  FAVORABLE 
IN  NORTHERN  HEMISPHERE 

The  outlook  for  the  1957  wheat  crop  in  Northern  Hemisphere  countries  is 
generally  favorable,  judging  from  preliminary  reports  received  by  the  Foreign 
Agricultural  Service.  Most  of  Europe  expects  better  harvests  than  in  1956,  and 
a  number  of  countries  in  Asis  report  that  prospects  are  good.  As  seeding  was 
only  recently  completed  in  Canada,  official  estimates  of  planted  acreage  will 
not  be  available  until  August  9*  Total  wheat  production  in  the  United  States 
is  expected  to  be  about  3  percent  less  than  in  1956. 

Europe ! s  larger  wheat  crop  now  seems  assured  despite  dry  conditions  reported 
in  a  number  of  areas.    Increased  production  will  be  especially  marked  in  France, 
where  heavy  winterkill  reduced  the  outturn  sharply  last  year.    Other  Western 
European  countries  reporting  better  prospects  for  this  year's  crop  include 
Yugoslavia,  Italy,  and  Portugal.    Prospects  for  other  Danube  Basin  countries  and 
Central  Europe  are  also  somewhat  better  than  at  this  time  last  year.    In  1956 
crops  in  these  countries  were  somewhat  below  average. 

Wheat  harvests  recently  completed  in  India  and  Pakistan  were  larger  than 
in  1956,  on  the  basis  of  preliminary  reports.    The  crop  in  India  is  now  placed 
at  321  million  bushels,  second  only  to  the  record  195^  production  and  50  percent 
above  the  19^5-^9  average.    A  larger  wheat  acreage  accounts  for  the  near-record 
outturn.    Pakistan's  current  harvest  is  estimated  at  135  million  bushels,  about 
the  same  as  in  195^«    Both  acreage  and  yields  are  larger  than  in  1956. 

Preliminary  estimates  place  Japan' s  production  at  about  ^6.5  million 
bushels.    This  is  less  than  the  crops  of  the  past  3  years  and  is  somewhat  less 
than  had  been  expected  earlier  in  the  season.    The  reduction  is  attributed  to 
drought.    In  Turkey  also,  drought  is  a  factor  in  current  prospects.    Drought  for 
a  second  year  in  the  important  producing  Anatolian  Plateau  makes  the  outlook 
there  uncertain.    Wheat  development  is  about  3  weeks  later  than  usual,  and  the 
extent  of  rainfall  during  the  remainder  of  the  season  will  determine  the  final 
returns , 

The  United  States  wheat  crop  is  forecast  at  971  million  bushels,  compared 
with  997  million  in  1956.    The  reduction  is  in  spring  wheat,  now  forecast  at 
235  million  bushels,  compared  with  262  million,    Mexico's  wheat  production  is  at 
an  alltime  high.    The  current  estimate  of  kk  million  bushels  exceeds  the  previous 
record  in  1956  by  9  percent.    Both  acreage  and  yields  are  larger  than  in  1956. 

On  the  basis  of  Canadian  farmers'  intentions  to  plant  as  of  March  1,  total 
wheat  acreage  will  be  l,h  million  acres  less  than  in  1956.    It  was  reported  in 
mid-June  that  rain  was  needed  over  wide  areas  of  the  wheat  belt  to  prevent 
deterioration  of  the  crop.    Damage  to  winter  wheat  was  relatively  light  this 
year;  only  k  percent  was  winterkilled,    compared  with  11  percent  a  year  ago. 
Winter  wheal*  in  Canada  is  normally  only  5  percent  of  total  wheat  production. 
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NEW  ZEALAND  HOLDING 
LINE  ON  WHEAT  PRICES 


Official  producer  prices  for  wheat  in  New  Zealand  have  been  kept  at 
virtually  the  same  level  for  several  years.    The  prices  for  1956-57 
marketing  season  are  lis.  6d.  ($1.59)per  bushel,  f.o.r.,  for  the  Tuscan 
variety  and  13s.  6d.  ($1.86)  per  "bushel  for  the  high  flour  content 
Hilgendorf  variety.    For  the  3  preceding  years  the  price  of  Tuscan  wheat 
was  the  same  as  in  the  current  season,  hut  that  of  the  Hilgendorf  variety 
was  Is.  Od.  (Ik  cents)  lower.     In  1952-53  the  prices  were  lis.  Od.  ($1.52) 
and  12s.  Od.  ($1.66)  per  bushel,  respectively. 


New  Zealand  farmers  are  required  to  sell  their  wheat,  at  the  prices 
fixed  by  the  government,  to  the  Wheat  Committee,  a  quasi -governmental 
organization.    The  Wheat  Committee  also  does  all  importing  and  exporting 
of  wheat --though  exports  are  negligible --and  controls  distribution  within 
New  Zealand  of  all  imported  and  domestically  produced  wheat.    The  retail 
price  of  bread  is  fixed  by  the  government,  and  in  order  to  maintain  that 
price  the  Wheat  Committee  sells  wheat  to  the  millers  at  subsidized  prices, 
buys  the  flour  from  the  millers,  and  sells  it  to  the  bakers  at  subsidized 
prices . 


Continued  maintenance  by  the  government  of  official  producer  prices 
for  wheat  at  about  the  same  level  is  in  accordance  with  government  policy 
not  to  encourage  expansion  in  domestic  production.    The  official  attitude 
is  that  with  prices  of  imported  wheat  at  prevailing  levels  it  is  more 
economical  for  New  Zealand  to  increase  imports  of  this  grain  and  con- 
centrate on  domestic  production  of  sheep,  wool,  meat,  and  butter  rather 
than  expand  wheat  production.    New  Zealand  joined  the  International  Wheat 
Agreement  as  of  August  1,  1956.    Its  annual  import  quota  is  160,000  metric 
tons  (5,878,880  bushels). 

As  a  result  of  the  government's  policy,  wheat  production  in  New 
Zealand  has  been  declining.    The  1955-56  crop,  about  2,651,000  bushels, 
was  the  smallest  since  the  early  days  of  wheat  growing  in  the  country, 
and  the  1956-57  crop  may  be  even  smaller.    The  decline  is  due  to  reduction 
in  the  wheat  area.    Farmers  have  found  production  of  sheep  and  wool  more 
profitable  than  wheat. 


New  Zealand  has  been  producing  only  about  one -third  or  less  of  its 
wheat  requirements.    Owing  mainly  to  Australia's  ocean  freight  advantage 
over  the  United  States  and  other  major  wheat  exporting  countries,  and  to 
New  Zealand's  lack  of  dollar  exchange,  New  Zealand  has  been  getting  all 
of  its  wheat  imports  from  Australia. 
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ARGENTINA  INCREASES  GRAIN 
STORAGE  CAPACITY 

A  group  of  underground  silos  having  a  total  capacity  of  176,000  short 
tons  of  grain  have  been  completed  in  Argentina.    The  unit  comprises  87  silos 
holding  approximately  2,000  tons  each.    It  covers  an  area  of  21  acres. 
This  is  the  first  of  30  such  groups  of  silos  to  be  built.    Altogether  they 
will  have  an  aggregate  capacity  of  2,k  million  tons,  and  will  be  operated 
by  the  National  Grain  Board. 


DENMARK  IMPORTS  MORE 
U.  S.  COTTON 

Denmark's  imports  of  United  States  cotton  were  20,000  bales  ( 500 
pounds  gross)  during  August-April  1956-57;  up  sharply  from  imports  of 
6,000  bales  in  the  comparable  period  last  season,  but  approximately 
the  same  as  those  in  August-April  195^-55 • 

Imports  from  all  sources  into  Denmark  during  August-April  1956-57 
also  were  much  higher  than  last  year,  amounting  to  36,000  bales, 
compared  with  2k} 000  in  August-April  1955-56.    Other  principal  sources 
for  Denmark's  cotton  supply  are  Peru  and  Mexico,  with  small  quantities 
from  Syria,  and  in  some  years,  India,  and  Brazil. 

Quantities  imported  from  major  sources  in  August-April  1956-57* 
with  comparable  1955-56  figures  in  parentheses,  were:  United  States 
20,000  bales  (6,000);  Peru  11,000  (6,000);  Mexico  h,000  ( 6,000) ;  and 
Syria  700  (700). 

Cotton  consumption  in  Denmark  rose  approximately  10  percent  during 
August -January  1956-57*  amounting  to  20,500  bales;  it  was  18,600  in 
August -January  1955-56.    The  upward  trend  was  attributed  primarily  to 
increased  purchasing  power  of  Danish  consumers  following  conclusion 
of  wage  negotiations  between  employer  associations  and  labor  unions 
in  the  spring  of  1956.    Another  contributing  factor  was  the  imposition 
of  tariffs  on  imported  textiles,  also  in  the  spring  of  1956,  which 
stimulated  activity  of  the  domestic  textile  industry,  and  thereby  its 
consumption  of  raw  cotton. 

The  domestic  excise  tax  on  textile  products  imposed  in  the  spring 
of  1955*  and  originally  intended  to  be  valid  for  only  2  years,  was 
recently  incorporated  into  the  permanent  tax  structure.    The  tax  was 
designed  as  a  counter-inflationary  measure  to  restrain  purchasing 
power,  but  its  effect  was  partially  nullified  by  the  wage  increases. 

Cotton  stocks  on  January  31*  1957*  were  estimated  at  9*000  bales, 
up  sharply  from  the  low  stocks  of  5*000  bales  held  August  1,  1956. 
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U.  S.  COTTON  IMPORTS 
DROP  IN  APRIL 

United  States  imports  of  cotton  (for  consumption)  were  3>000  bales 
(500  pounds  gross)  in  April  1957>  down  considerably  from  the  10,000 
bales  imported  in  March,  and  only  half  the  imports  of  6,000  bales  in 
April  1956. 

Cotton  imports  during  August-April  1956-57  were  73,000  bales,  k-2  per- 
cent less  than  the  125,000  bales  imported  during  the  comparable  months 
last  year.    Most  of  the  reduction  was  in  imports  from  Egypt,  Pakistan, 
and  Peru,  all  of  which  dropped  about  50  percent. 

Lower  imports  of  the  extra-long  staples  were  attributed  to  larger 
domestic  supplies  combined  with  comparatively  high  prices  of  the 
imported  varieties.     Quantities  imported,  by  type  and  staple  length,  in 
August-April  1956-57,  with  comparable  1955-56  figures  in  parentheses, 
were:    Asiatic  type,  under  3A">  harsh  or  rough,  13,000  bales  (2^-,000); 
upland  type,  under  1-1/8%  21,000  ( 22,000) ;  Egyptian  type  l-l/8"  up  to 
1-11/16",  3U,000  (6U,000);  and  l-ll/l6"  and  over,  5,000  (15,000). 


COTTON:    U.  S.  imports  by  country  of  origin,  bales  of  500  pounds 
gross,  averages  1935-39  an(l  19*+5-^9j  annual  195*+  and  1955> 
August-April  1955-56  and  1956-57 


Year  beginning  August  1 


Country  of  origin 


;  Average  : 
:1935-39:19L!-5-^9: 


195U    ;  1955 


August -April 


1955-56.-1956-57 


1,000  bales 


Brazil. . , 
China. . . , 

Egypt 
India. . . , 
Mexico . . . 
Pakistan. 

Peru  

Sudan 
U.S.S.R. , 
Others. . , 


:  3 

:  1: 

1 

:  1 

:  1' 

2 

:  1/  31 

2/: 

0 

:  0- 

0' 

0 

:  ~  63: 

103' 

:  73 

60 

:  29 

.  67: 

103: 

17 

6 

:  k 

:  3 

:  23 

:  19' 

20) 

!  22 

:  21 

:  22 

3/: 

V  12 

11 

:  22 

:  20 

:  10 

:  1 

23: 

22 

:  23 

:  22 

:  7 

:  ?< 

:     1/  k 

3 

:  2 

:  1 

2/ 

:  6/~5 

V  1 

1 

:  1 

:  1 

:  0 

:  0 

0 

2 

:  2/ 

:  1 

2/ 

:  8/  185 

'  8/  260 

:  150 

:  137 

:  125 

:  73 

l/      year  average.     2/  Less  than  500  bales.     3/  Included  with  India  prior 
to  partition  in  19^-7«     ^/  3-year  average.     5/  Included  with  Egypt  prior 
to  19*1-2.     6/  2-year  average.    7/  Includes  small  quantities  which  are 
reexported- each  year.    8/  Total  does  not  add  due  to  partial  averages. 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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U.  S.  EXPORTS  OF  COTTON  LINT EES 
UP  IN  APRIL 

United  States  exports  of  cotton  linters,  mostly  chemical  qualities, 
were  Ul,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross)  in  April  1957;  up  considerably  from 
exports  of  31,000  bales  in  March,  but  less  than  the  53,000  bales  exported 
in  April  1956. 

Linters  exports  of  3^1,000  bales  in  August-April  1956-57,  were  8 
percent  less  than  exports  of  369,000  bales  in  the  same  months  a  year 
earlier.     Quantities  exported  to  major  destinations  in  the  current  period, 
with  comparable  1955-56  figures  in  parentheses,  were:     West  Germany 
117,000  bales  (109,000);  Japan  56,000  (^8,000);  the  Netherlands  55,000 
(33,000);  United  Kingdom  ^6,000  (78,000);  Canada  28,000  (21,000);  and 
France  25,000  (71,000). 


U.  S.  IMPORTS  OF  COTTON  LINTERS 
CONTINUE  TO  DECLINE  IN  APRIL 

United  States  imports  of  cotton  linters,  mostly  felting  qualities, 
continued  to  decline  in  April  1957,  amounting  to  only  6,700  bales  ( 500 
pounds  gross),  compared  with  10,000  in  March,  and  16,000  in  April  1956. 

Linters  imports  were  116,000  bales  in  August-April  1956-57,  down 
28  percent  from  imports  of  162,000  bales  a  year  earlier.  Quantities 
imported  from  principal  sources  in  the  current  period,  with  comparable 
figures  for  last  year  in  parentheses,  were:    Mexico  80,000  bales 
(110,000);  U.S.S.R.  28,000  (3^,000);  Brazil  3,000  (6,000);  Belgium 
2,000  (2,000);  Guatemala  1,000  (1,000);  and  El  Salvador  1,000  (3,000). 


WORLD  WOOL  CONSUMPTION 
UP  IN  1956 

World  consumption  of  raw  wool  in  1956  established  an  alltime  record, 
totaling  2,830  million  pounds  (clean  basis),  according  to  the  latest 
estimate  by  the  Commonwealth  Economic  Committee.    This  was  nearly  8  percent 
more  than  was  consumed  in  1955. 

All  major  consuming  countries  used  more  wool  in  1956  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  United  Kingdom,  where  consumption  remained  at  almost  the  same 
level  as  in  1955*    The  most  significant  increase  occurred  in  Japan,  where 
consumption  was  up  about  35  percent,  due  principally  to  the  Japanese 
government's  more  liberal  policy  of  allocating  funds  for  wool  imports. 
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URUGUAY  INCREASES  IMPORTS 
OF  U.  S.  COTTON 

Uruguay's  imports  of  2,000  "bales  (500  pounds  gross)  of  United 
States  cotton  during  August -December  1956  represented  the  first 
sizable  imports  of  this  growth  since  1953-5^  when  imports  during  the 
entire  season  were  1,700  hales.    Larger  imports  of  United  States 
cotton  are  expected  to  continue  during  the  balance  of  the  1956-57 
season.     (United  States  exports  to  Uruguay  during  August-April  1956-57 
were  8,000  hales.) 

Uruguay's  cotton  imports  from  all  sources  during  August -De cember 
1956  were  22,000  hales,  compared  with  18,000  hales  in  August -December 
1955«    Imports  during  the  entire  1955-56  season  were  32,000  hales, 
compared  with  30,000  in  195^-55. 

A  sharp  increase  in  imports  of  cotton  from  the  U.S.S.R.  occurred 
in  August -December  1956,  offsetting  decreased  imports  from  Brazil  and 
Peru.     Quantities  imported  in  this  period,  with  comparable  figures  for 
August -December  1955  in  parentheses,  were:    U.S.S.R.  12,000  bales  (100); 
Brazil  5,000  (l6,000);  United  States  2,000  (none);  Paraguay  2,000 
(none);  and  Peru  1,000  (2,000). 

Cotton  consumption  in  Uruguay  was  estimated  at  30,000  bales  for 
August-July  1955-56,  compared  with  35*000  for  195^-55.    Consumption  in 
1956-57  is  expected  to  reach  3^,000  bales.    A  portion  of  the  increase 
is  attributed  to  cottons  replacing  synthetics  in  ladies  apparel.  While 
synthetics  are  still  used,  and  a  strong  basic  industry  is  established 
in  Uruguay,  the  present  trend  is  toward  more  cotton  percentages  in 
wearing  apparel.    All  consumption  is  by  spinning  mills. 

Cotton  production  in  Uruguay  during  August-July  1956-57  is 
estimated  at  2,000  bales,  compared  with  1,000  in  1955-56.  Unfavorable 
weather  accounted  for  the  low  1955-56  crop.    No  expansion  of  cotton 
production  is  anticipated.    Locally  produced  cotton  is  reported  to  be 
of  good  quality,  but  high  production  costs  result  in  an  unfavorable 
price  relationship  with  imported  cotton. 

Cotton  stocks  on  August  1,  1956,  were  estimated  at  10,000  bales 
up  slightly  from  the  8,000  bales  held  a  year  earlier. 

URUGUAY  EXPORTS  HORSES 

About  200  horses  were  shipped  from  Montevideo,  Uruguay,  to  France 
this  month  for  slaughter  and  eventual  human  consumption.    In  addition,  the 
Uruguayan  government  has  authorized  the  export  of  up  to  30,000  head  of 
horses  to  France  at  the  free  exchange  rate  of  h.l  pesos  per  dollar  during 
the  period  June -October  1957.    Exporters  report  that  about  $.12  per  pound 
live  weight  has  been  received  in  France  for  previous  shipments. 
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AUSTRIA'S  COTTON  IMPORTS 
FROM  U.S.  AT  HIGH  LEVEL 


Austria* s  imports  of  cotton  from  the  United  States  were  1+6,000 
bales  (500  pounds  gross)  during  August-March  1956-57.    This  was  nearly 
h  times  the  13,000  bales  imported  in  August-March  1955-56,  and  was  the 
highest  level  in  many  years.    Imports  of  United  States  cotton  were  66 
percent  of  total  cotton  imports  in  the  current  period,  compared  with 
19  percent  last  year. 


Cotton  imports  from  all  sources  in  August-March  1956-57  were 
70,000  bales,  practically  the  same  as  imports  of  69,000  bales  a  year 
ago.    The  U.S.S.R.  was  the  second  largest  supplier,  followed  by  Egypt 
and  Peru.    Imports  from  the  U.S.S.R.  are  under  a  commodity  exchange 
agreement  which  provides  for  annual  imports  of  approximately  18,000 
bales . 


Quantities  imported  from  major  sources  in  August-March  1956-57* 
with  comparable  1955-56  figures  in  parentheses,  were:    United  States 
1+6,000  bales  ( 13,000);  U.S.S.R.  10,000  (11,000);  Egypt  5,000  ( 1^,000); 
Peru  2,000  (2,000);  Mexico  2,000  (7,000);  Brazil  1,000  (3,000);  Sudan 
1,000  (28);  Nicaragua  700  (2,000);  India  1+00  (3,000);  Syria  200 
(5,000);  and  Pakistan  none  (5,000). 


Cotton  consumption  in  Austria  amounted  to  51*000  bales  in  August - 
January- -about  steady  in  comparison  with  the  same  period  last  year. 
Cotton  stocks  on  January  31,  1957*  were  estimated  at  28,000  bales, 
almost  the  same  as  the  29,000  bales  held  August  1,  1956.  Inventories 
of  United  States  cotton  increased  from  11,000  bales  at  the  beginning 
of  the  season  to  16,000  bales  on  January  31 • 

Effective  October  15,  1956,  raw  cotton  was  placed  on  the  dollar 
liberalization  list.     Import  licenses  for  United  States  cotton  are  no 
longer  required.    However,  they  had  been  freely  issued  in  recent  years 
under  previous  arrangements. 

Austrian  cotton  spinners  recently  obtained  another  cotton  credit 
from  the  Export-Import  Bank  of  Washington,  which  will  finance  purchases 
of  $8  million  worth  of  cotton  during  a  15-month  period  ending  April  30, 
1958.    The  interest  rates,  lower  than  those  in  Austria,  are  most  welcome 
to  Austrian  spinners.    The  loan  makes  it  possible  for  them  to  procuro 
United  States  cotton  to  cover  dollar  purchase  obligations  under  Public 
Law  kQO  programs  without  drawing  on  Austrian  dollar  balances. 
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PERU  IMPORTS  SHEEP 

The  Agricultural  Bank  of  Peru  has  imported  60  head  of  purebred 
Corriedale  sheep  from  the  United  States ,  and  expects  to  import  more  pure- 
bred sheep  in  the  future.    The  present  severe  drought  in  Peru  has  con- 
siderably reduced  sheep  numbers.    When  conditions  return  to  normal  the 
government  plans  replacements  with  improved  breeding  stock.    A  long- 
term  program  to  improve  Andean  flocks,  from  the  standpoint  of  both  wool 
and  meat  production,  is  now  being  studied. 

AUSTRALIAN  WOOL  PRICES 
GAIN  SLIGHTLY 

Values  of  Australian  wool  at  Newcastle  and  Geelong  showed  slight 
gains  for  most  grades  during  the  week  ending  June  ik,  1957*    This  checked 
the  price  decline  of  the  past  3  weeks  at  Australian  auctions.    It  is 
believed  that  the  current  drought  threat  in  Australia  is  serving  as  a 
prop  to  wool  prices,  and  that  last  week's  combined  sale  of  30,000  to 
35>000  bales  was  not  a  true  test  of  the  strength  of  the  current  market. 


WOOL,  RAW:    Australia,  average  costs  per  pound  on  auction  floors, 
clean  basis,  by  quality  classification,  selected  weeks 


Type  and  grade 

6-15-56 

Week  ended 
6-7-57 

6-1I+-57 

U.  S 

.  dollars 

Combing 

I  wools: 

70' s 

• 

1.1+7 

1.7^  : 

1.75 

1.1+2 

1.66 

I.67 

6l+'s 

• 

1.38 

1.60 

1.61 

• 

1.32  ! 

1.52 

1.53 

60»s 

• 

1.2k 

1.1+7 

:  1.1+8 

1.18 

1.39 

1.1+0 

58's 

• 

1.10 

1.33 

:  1.33 

1.05 

1.21+ 

I.25 

56' s 

• 

.95 

1.21 

I  1.22 

.91 

1.15 

1.15 

50 's 

• 

.82 

1.05 

:  1.05 

• 

.80 

1.02 

:  1.02 

C  ardin^ 

I  wools: 

• 

• 
« 

.86 

.81 

!  .56 

• 

.76 

.73 

:  .77 

Fine 

« 

.69 

.67 

.69 

.67 

.65 

.68 

Source:    Wool  Statistical  Service,  Australian  Wool  Bureau. 
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DOMINION  WOOL  PRICES 
REACH  PEAK  IN  MAY 

Wool  prices  at  Dominion  wool  markets  continued  to  rise  until  mid- 
May.,  when  they  reached  the  peak  of  the  current  season.    At  this  point 
a  gradual  decline  set  in,  attributed  to  the  usual  deterioration  in 
quality  which  generally  occurs  in  the  final  weeks  of  the  selling 
season. 

The  New  Zealand  selling  season  closed  on  May  27 ,  and  the  South 
African  on  May  29.    Australian  sales  are  scheduled  to  continue  until 
June  28. 


INDIA'S  FINAL  SESAME  ESTIMATE 
BELOW  LAST  YEAR'S 

The  final  all-India  sesame  estimate  places  the  1957  harvest  at 
505,000  short  tons  from  5>^33.>000  acres,  compared  to  512,000  tons  from 
5j653jOOO  acres  last  year. 


TURKEY'S  VEGETABLE  OIL  CONSUMPTION 
EXPECTED  TO  INCREASE  IN  1957 

Turkey's  vegetable  oil  industry  is  rapidly  expanding  because 
consumer  demand,  especially  in  urban  areas,  has  shifted  to  vegetable 
oils  from  butter  and  animal  fats.    The  shift  has  been  increasingly 
apparent  during  the  last  5  years.    Consumption  of  edible  vegetable  oil 
in  1957  is  expected  to  be  about  6  percent  above  195^,  and  k  percent 
above  1955 •     (Low  domestic  oilseed  production  led  to  reduced  vegetable 
oil  availabilities  in  1956.)    Estimated  consumption  is  as  follows: 


The  estimated  minimum  requirement  for  1957  is  105,000  tons-- 
3^,000  tons  of  margarine  and  71 > 000  tons  of  liquid  oil. 

Production  of  animal  fats  has  not  kept  pace  with  the  population 
growth  and  increased  urbanization;  consequently,  the  price  of  butter 
and  animal  fats --preferred  traditionally  for  cooking  purposes--has 
increased  more  rapidly  than  the  price  of  vegetable  oils.  During 
February  1957  the  price  of  medium  quality  cooking  butter  was  more 
than  double  that  of  margarine. 


1955 
1956 
1957 


109,700  short  tons 
107,600  " 
11^,500     "  " 
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Turkey's  edible  oil  production  in  1956,  excluding  olive  oil,  was  down 
almost  10  percent  from  1955 •    Estimated  output  of  cottonseed  oil  was  up  12  per- 
cent, although  cottonseed  production  was  about  the  same  in  "both  years.  Adverse 
weather  in  regions  growing  most  of  the  other  edible  oilseed  crops  which  are 
crushed  for  oil  resulted  in  decreased  seed  production  and  similar  decreases  in 
oil  output. 

If  olive  oil  is  included,  1956  production  was  20  percent  higher  than  1955. 
However,  it  should  be  noted  that  in  1956  an  estimated  26,000  tons  of  the  olive 
oil  from  the  previous  year's  crop  was  used  in  soapmaking,  and  9,000  tons  of  the 
1956  crop  oil  had  already  gone  for  soap  when  such  utilization  was  prohibited  in 
March  1957  ( see  below) . 


OIL-BEARING  MATERIALS  AND  VEGETABLE  OILS:  Turkey, 
estimated  production,  1955  and  1956 


'Oil-bearing  materials 


Item 


1955  1/  :  1956  2/ 


Vegetable  oils 


1955  1/    !  1956^/ 


Edible:  : 

Olives  3/   :  25^,000 

Cottonseed  :  21+3,000 

Sunflower  seed  :  198,000 


Short  tons 


Sesame  seed. . 
Tobacco  seed. 
Poppy  seed. . . 

Rape seed  

Peanuts  

Soybeans  


22,000 
1,100 
2,700 
1,600 

11,000 
k,k00 


Industrial: 
Flaxseed. 
Hempseed. 


Total, 


M+8,000 
2^3,000 
15^,000 
19,500 
550 
2,700 
880 
19,000 
5,500 


k/  1+5,000 
26,1+00 

1+2,000 
2,600 
130 
1,100 
Ui+G 


737,800 

893,130 

:  6/  91,670- 

6/  131,060 

11,000 

:  15,000 

:  5,600< 

i+,900 

3,300 

:  3,300 

1^,300 

:  18,300 

:  5,600- 

i+,900 

5/  75,000 
29,700 
33,000 
1,100 

190 
880 

196 


ning  November  1  of  year  shown; "hence,  most  of  it  is  available  for  consumption 
during  the  following  year,     h/  Of  which  an  estimated  26,000  tons  used  in  soap- 
making.    5/  Of  which  an  estimated  9,000  tons  used  for  soapmaking.     6/  Excluding 
olive  oil  used  in  soapmaking. 


Compiled  from  official  and  unofficial  sources. 
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No  soybeans  are  now  crushed  for  oil  in  Turkey;  most  of  the  crop  is 
exported,     However,  a  crushing  plant  with  an  annual  capacity  of  22,000 
tons  of  soybeans  is  expected  to  be  established  sometime  this  year  near 
Ordu,  according  to  the  press.     When  it  is,  further  soybean  exports  from 
Turkey  will  probably  cease  . 

The  bulk  of  the  sesame  crop  is  used  as  seed  in  the  baking  industry. 
Some  oil  is  now  being  used  in  making  sweet  meal  and  in  the  margarine 
industry . 

Flax  is  grown  mostly  for  fiber  in  Turkey;  production  has  declined 
sharply  since  World  War  II.  Most  of  the  hempseed  goes  into  exports. 


OILSEEDS:     Turkey,  exports,  1955  and  1956 


Item 

i     1955  1/ 

:     1956  2/ 

Edible : 

:         Short  tons 

:          Short  tons 

:  3,315 

1,718 

:  600 

1,685 

2,760 

330 

Industrial : 

^,307 

2,0i+0 

l/  Revised.     2/  Preliminary. 


Compiled  from  official  and  unofficial  sources. 

Imports  for  the  period  from  November  1,  1956  to  October  31,  1957, 
are  forecast  at  22,000  tons  of  cottonseed  oil  and  22,000  tons  of  tallow. 

On  March  lh ,  1957,  The  Turkish  Government  issued  Decree  1077,  which 
prohibits  the  use  of  olive  oil  in  soapmaking,  with  the  intention  of  making 
available  16,500  tons  of  olive  oil  for  export.    About  60  percent  of  Turkish 
soap  is  made  by  small-scale  manufacturers  who  are  reportedly  resisting  the 
use  of  tallow.    As  the  use  of  cottonseed  oil  for  soapmaking  is  not  prohib- 
ited, it  is  anticipated  that  soapmakers  will  use  almost  double  the  quantity 
of  this  oil  used  in  1956.    Moreover,  even  though  the  government  intends  to 
subsidize  exports  of  olive  oil  in  order  to  make  olive  oil  competitive  on 
the  world  market,  the  trade  is  skeptical  about  export  possibilities. 

ARGENTINE  SUNFLOWER  SEED  ESTIMATES  REDUCED 

This  year's  Argentine  sunflower  seed  crop  seems  to  be  considerably 
smaller  than  indicated  by  earlier  official  estimates.    The  local  trade 
reports  extremely  low  yields  from  the  late -sown  part  of  the  crop,  which 
this  year  accounts  for  the  bulk  of  Argentina's  sunflower  seed.     It  is  still 
to  early  to  make  a  reliable  estimate,  but  it  seems  likely  that  the  sunflower 
seed  outturn  will  not  exceed  650,000  short  tons,  and  may  be  less.  Sunflower 
seed  is  Argentina's  most  important  edible  oilseed  crop. 
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SYRIA  LOOKS  TO  INCREASED  COTTONSEED 
PRODUCTION  IN  1957 

Syrian  cottonseed  production  is  forecast  at  213,000  short  tons  in  1957;  up 
almost  10  percent  from  the  record  19^-, 000  tons  produced  in  1956,  despite  the 
fact  that  cotton  acreage  dropped  nearly  one-tenth,  to  an  estimated  603,000  acres. 
Heavy  rains  during  the  harvest  season  reduced  yields  last  year,  but  they  pro- 
vided excellent  subsoil  moisture  reserves  for  the  current  crop. 

Production  of  cottonseed  oil--vhich  has  exceeded  that  of  olive  oil  in 
recent  years --was  at  a  record  high  of  12,000  tons  in  1956,  but  is  expected  to 
decline  slightly  in  1957;  with  exports  of  cottonseed  expected  to  double. 


COTTONSEED  AND  COTTONSEED  OIL:  Syria,  estimated  production, 
 1955  and  1956;  and  forecast,  1957  


Item 

;   1955  1/ 

i   1956  2/  ; 

1957  3/ 

• 

Short  tons 

• 

:      19^,000  : 
:       12;000  : 

213,000 

11; 000 

l/  Revised,        2/  Preliminary. 

3/  Forecast, 

Compiled  from  official  and  unofficial  sources. 


The  apparent  decline  in  demand  for  cottonseed  oil  in  1957  is  attributed  to 
larger  olive  oil  production  in  1956-57  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  World 
Summaries,  April  1957)  and  a  sharp  rise  in  the  price  of  cottonseed. 

Cottonseed  oil,  olive  oil,  and  small  quantities  of  sesame  oil  are  usually 
the  only  edible  oils  produced  in  Syria,    Small  quantities  of  apricot  kernel  oil 
.  have  been  produced  in  the  past,  but  only  when  kernel  prices  dropped  exceptionally 
vlow.    Peanuts,  of  which  around  1,000  tons  a  year  are  produced,  generally  are  not 
crushed  for  oil  in  Syria,    A  little  linseed  oil  also  is  produced  each  year  for 
domestic  consumption.    Exports  of  cottonseed  in  1955  and  1956  were  mostly  to 
Lebanon  and  some  to  the  United  Kingdom, 

 OILSEEDS:    Syrian  imports  and  exports,  1955  and  1956  


Item 


Imports 


1955 


1956  1/ 


Exports 


1955 


1956  1/ 


Short  tons 


Short  tons 


C  ottonseed  .,,.,........: 

Sesame  seed......  ...........: 

Hempseed.  : 

Others  2/, 


1,12k 

722 

5,6oU 


1,85^ 
2,585 
75 
5,616 


81,323 
I,lk0 

613 
1,885 


^5,395 
51k 

197 
l,QQk 


l/  Preliminary,  2/  Breakdown  not  available;  however,  a  large  part  of  the  imports 
are  believed  to  be  copra,  and  most  of  the  exports  consist  of  apricot  kernels. 


Compiled  from  official  and  unofficial  sources. 
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ARGENTINE  FLAXSEED  CROP 
CONFIRMED  LARGE 

Argentina's  production  of  flaxseed  in  1956-57  'was  2h,h  million 
"bushels  (620.000  metric  tons),  according  to  the  third  official  estimate. 
This  was  more  than  2-g-  times  as  large  as  the  previous  year's  crop  and 
nearly  60  percent  above  the  average  for  the  last  5  years.     (The  Foreign 
Agricultural  Service's  estimate  in  May  was  23.6  million  bushels--see 
Foreign  Agriculture  Circular  FFO  5~57>  May  13) . 

The  1956-57  crop  is  expected  to  be  large  enough  to  supply  Argentina's 
crushing  mills  and  leave  a  reasonable  carryover. 


OUTLOOK  GOOD  FOR 
MEXICAN  HARVESTS 

The  weather  continued  to  be  favorable  to  agriculture  in  most  districts 
of  Mexico  during  May.    Abundant  rains  along  the  Gulf  Coast  caused  some 
slight  damage  to  coffee  but  improved  the  outlook  for  cotton.    Rains  in 
northern  districts  raised  the  level  of  water  stored  by  several  dams,  and 
rains  in  Chihuahua  and  Coahuila  improved  livestock  conditions.    A  record 
wheat  crop  is  being  harvested,  and  grinding  of  a  record  sugar  cane  crop 
is  almost  completed. 


URUGUAY  AUTHORIZES  IMPORTATION 
OF  TABLE  POTATOES 

On  June  21  the  National  Council  of  the  Uruguayan  Government  author- 
ized a  call  for  bids  for  the  purchase  of  up  to  2,000  tons  of  potatoes 
for  consumption.    The  bids  will  be  opened  at  3  p.m.  Friday,  July  5>  1957 • 
Origin  of  potatoes  is  not  limited. 


YUGOSLAV  DRIED  PRUNE  CROP 
FORECAST  BELOW  AVERAGE 

The  Yugoslav  prune  crop  has  suffered  damage  from  the  early  May 
frost,  and  the  dried  production  is  now  tentatively  forecast  at  1^,000 
short  tons.    Average  production  (1950-5*0  is  17,600  tons.    Last  year's 
crop  was  extremely  short,  with  dried  production  totaling  only  1,500  tons. 

The  total  prune  crop,  fresh  basis,  is  forecast  at  550,000  tons. 
Average  production  is  672,900  tons. 
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ITALIAN  NUT  CROPS 
FORECAST  FOR  1957 


Newly  received  estimates  for  1957  production  of  the  principal  Italian 
nut  crops ,  in-shell  basis ,  follow: 

1950-5^-  average  1957  forecast 

Almonds  39,300  '9  ^,000 

Filberts  30,800  33,000 

Walnut  s  18 , 000  28 , 000 

The  estimate  for  1956  Italian  walnut  production  is  revised  downward 
to  38,000  short  tons. 


TURKISH  FILBERT  CROP  FOR  1957 
EXPECTED  TO  BE  SMALLER 


Production  of  filberts  in  Turkey  for  1957,  now  forecast  as  75,000 
short  tons,  in-shell  basis,  is  only  slightly  more  than  half  the  volume  in 
the  record  year  of  1956.    The  reduced  estimate  is  based  largely  upon  the 
off-season  production  pattern  and  damage  from  early  spring  frosts  in  most 
of  the  producing  areas.    Anticipated  filbert  tonnage  for  1957,  neverthe- 
less, compares  favorably  with  the  1950-5^-  production  average  of  73,000 
short  tons. 

FILBERTS:    Turkish  production,  1953-56,  1957  forecast,  and  5-year 

average  1950-5^- 


Production  year  •  Production 


Short  tons,  in-shell  basis 


1950-5^  average   :  73,000 

1953  :  51,000 

I95U  :  136,000 

1955  :  57,000 

1956  :  1^3,000 

1957  forecast  ;  75,000 


Turkish  stocks  of  filberts  are  reported  to  be  high.    On  May  1  there 
were  still  over  65,000  tons,  in-shell,  on  hand.    Large  stocks  of  filberts 
were  accumulated  by  Turkish  nut  merchants  and  the  Union  of  Sales  Cooper- 
atives as  a  consequence  of  the  high  minimum  export  prices  that  prevailed. 
Until  recently,  the  Union  of  Sales  Cooperatives  constituted  the  sole  out- 
let for  filbert  exports.    Private  merchants  are  now  permitted  a  30  percent 
share  in  the  export  market  for  existing  stocks.    The  minimum  export  price 
for  filberts  has  also  been  reduced  to  ^3  cents  per  pound  for  shipments  to 
European  Payments  Union  ,  dollar,  and  sterling  countries,  and  51 • 7  cents 
per  pound  for  clearing  agreement  countries.    Turkish  domestic  prices  range 
from  to  k5,k  cents  per  pound. 


( Continued) 
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PTLBETJTS:    Turkish  exports  by  country  of  destination,  1951-55,  1955-56, 
and  Sept.  1,  1956-Apr.  30,  1957  (seasons  begin  Sept.  l) 


Destination  :  1954-55  *       1955-56  :       Sept.  1,  1956  - 

 •  I  ;  Apr.  ^Q,  19TT 

:  -  -  Short  tons,  in- shell  basis  -  - 

Austria   :        7,498  2,721  3,448 

Belgium   :        2,983  214  1,168 

Czechoslovakia   :        3,977  1,949  1,564 

East  Germany   :        2,549  3,968  4,783 

Finland    :         1,872  1,823  1,270 

France    :        5,489  2,256  6,288 

Hungary    :        1,497  1,880  854 

Israel   ;        3,002  926  1,698 

Italy   :         6,089  1,803  1,602 

Netherlands    :         1,291  3,302  1,090 

Norway   :        1,443  220  756 

Sweden   :        1,644  —  558 

Switzerland   :        8,l82  2,258  4,272 

United  Kingdom   :        8,748  6,010  3,820 

West  Germany    :  39,917  28,503  20,844 

Yugoslavia   :        1,166  368  1,576 

Other  countries  ....  :         3,626  1,740  4,815 

United  States   :        1,552  46l   £8 

Total  exports   :  102,530  60,402  60,1*84 


( OOWd) 
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